
Ontario Public Interest Research Group of Peterborough 
2025 Annual General Meeting Minutes 

 
Date: April 4th, 2025 
Location: Bagnani Hall Trail College 
 
Facilitator: Nicola Koyanagi 
Chief Returning Officer: Ev Richardson 
Minute Taker(s): Pakin Pongpaiboon 
 
Present:  

Voting Members Non-Voting Members 

Pakin Pongpaiboon  Nicola Koyanagi 

Anica Lee Bronwynn Bliss 

Hamish Brown Ev Richardson 

Riva Alam Afsara Susmi 

Will Ward  

Shikhar Shrivastava  

Lucas Nguyen  

Josephine Crone  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  

  
 
Welcome, Land Acknowledgement, Introduction, and Call to Order 
 
Let it be known that the Ontario Public Interest Research Group of Peterborough 
(hereinafter referred to as OPIRG Peterborough) Coordinator Nicola Koyanagi 
called to order the OPIRG Annual General Meeting at 1919PM. Nicola initiated 
the meeting with an Indigenous Land acknowledgement and acknowledgement 
of those who have been affected by extreme weather events, capitalism and 
colonialism 
 
Let it be known that 9 voting members and 4 Non-voting members were present 
 
 
Presentation and Approval of OPIRG Peterborough AGM  Agenda 2024​
 
Josie made the motion to approve. Shikhar seconded. All in favour, consensus 
reached, motion passes with no abstentions 
Time: 1921 
 
Presentation and Approval of Minutes from OPIRG Peterborough AGM 2024​
 
Shikhar motioned to approve and Josie seconded. All in favour,consensus 
reached, 0 abstentions. 
 
 
Time: 1920 
 
Presentation and Approval of 2023 Annual Report and 2023-2024 Financial 
Review 
 
 
Annual report for 2024 presented by Nicola Koyanagi. Time 1925 
 
Acknowledgement of board members, staffs and those who have volunteered to 
help OPIRG.  
 
Review of programs and initiatives from the past year 



 
 
Financial report 2023-2024 presented by Nicola Koyanagi at 1939 
 
Nicola begins by explaining to attendees that this report is not an audited report 
but a review of our accounting records provided by BDO/MNR 
 
Key take aways: 
-Organization is financially stable with funds in the bank 
-Higher net income than 2023.  
-Underestimated funds that would be received from Trent by around 14000 
-Significantly spent less on Canada Summer job. Only received for one position 
instead of the usual two 
-Spent under than budgeted for office move  
-Spent under than budgeted for Full time coordinator 
-Signficantly spent more on salaries, wages and benefit with new Collective 
Agreement.  
Nicola explained that this is tied to inflation 
-Spent more on training and workshop 
-Spent more on events 
-Increase in capital asset: bought new laptop 
 
Josie motioned to approve both annual report and financial report , Hamish 
seconded, consensus reached. No abstentions 

 
​
 

Updates to By-Laws 
No update to by law 
 
Resignation from Jenn Macdonald, Maya Moore and Ishita Gurav in 2024. Terms 
expired for Kadence Buttery and Pakin Pongpaiboon. 
Shikhar motioned to approve, Hamish seconded. Consensus reached 
Time: 1947 
 
Board Elections 
 
CRO Ev Richardson explains the board election and ballot process and gives 2 
minutes for candidates to prepare. Robert's rules apply (50% + 1). 
 



There are 3 nominees and 6 positions to be filled 
 
Nicola read Aarushi’s statement 
Anica read their statement  
Riva read their statement 
 
Call for Elections 
 
In accordance with OPIRG-Peterborough By-Laws, a secret ballot was held to 
elect the nominees seeking status as respective members of the Board of 
Directors. Votes were cast by all members eligible to vote. At this time in the 
meeting  there are 9 voting members  
Time: 1958 
 
 
Appointment of Officers: 
 
At 2002, all officers seeking the board were successfully elected 
 
Motion to destroy the ballots.​
 
Josie motioned seconded by Will. Consensus reached, no abstentions 
Time 2003 
After elections, 3 vacancies were left.  
Shikhar made the motion to appoint Vedanshi, who submitted their Board 
application after the deadline has passed after going through their application 
and deeming it satisfactory, at 2005. Riva seconded 
Consensus reached. No abstentions 
2 Vacancies left 
Thus, at this Time, the Board consists of Shikhar, Anica, Josie, Aarushi, 
Vedanshi, Riva 
 
Adjournment 
 
Shikhar motioned to adjourn,. Josie seconded. All in favour. Consensus reached 
at 2006 
 


